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Banaras Hindu University

PRESIDENT OF INDIA AT THE CENTENARY
CELEBRATIONS OF BANARAS HINDU UNIVERSITY

The President of India, Shri Pranab Mukherjee attended the Centenary Year Celebrations of
Banaras Hindu University and delivered the Centennial Address.

Speaking on the occasion, the President said by 2030 more than half of India's population will be in
the working age bracket. The so called demographic dividend is a double-edged sword. Our huge
workforce can be an asset or a liability. It will be an asset only if we can provide quality education
and skills training. If we can enhance the employability of our youth, we can become suppliers of
workforce to the world.

The President said research and innovation needs to be made a national priority. It is critical that we
make substantive investments in research and development as well as in our institutions of higher
learning. Only with such investments can India join the ranks of leading countries of the world.

The President paid homage to Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya on the occasion and said Bharat
Ratna Pandit Malaviya was one of the tallest leaders of India’s freedom struggle. He said the
Mahamana decided wisely to establish the University in Kashi because the city was not merely a
geographical expression but a name which ignites minds as a place which has nurtured the growth
of civilization.
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The President said Malaviyaji could foresee the need for a university to produce a pool of
professionally trained scientists, engineers, social workers, political thinkers, philosophers and
academicians who would contribute to nation-building. He wanted students to develop a scientific
outlook, and at the same time, retain the deep connect with our rich indigenous culture and
knowledge. The President praised BHU for turning itself into a great centre of learning with around
32,000 students, half of them living on campus making it the largest residential University in Asia.
He praised the architectural beauty of its buildings, the greenery of the campus and the fact that it

provided education for both worldly progress and inner growth.

Prime Minister Hon’ Shri Narendra Modi at the BHU
Centenary Convocation

The Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi, delivered the Convocation Address at the
Centenary Year Convocation of the Banaras Hindu University in Varanasi.

Paying homage to Mahamana Madan Mohan Malviya, the founder of the University, Shri
Narendra Modi described him as a visionary, who sought to prepare a dedicated, capable
set of people with knowledge or values for nation building.

The Prime Minister said that Convocation should not be treated as the end of education. He
added that the student within a person should always be kept alive.

The Prime Minister urged students to face even adversity with equanimity. He said the
youth must seek to innovate to solve challenges facing the country and the world. In this
context, he gave examples of sickle cell anaemia, global warming, and solar energy.
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Bengaluru Branch

BHU Centenary Year &

Mahamana’s Bharat Ratna Felicitation
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Malaviya Mission, Bengaluru Branch organized the BHU Centenary Year & Mahamana’s
Bharat Ratna Felicitation function on 10th January. "Gurus" (Senior BHU Professors based
in Bengaluru/ Mysore) were honoured. Prof. D P Singh (Director - NAAC and former Vice
Chancellor of BHU) was the Chief Guest. The function was presided over by Dr. S K Maini
(Patron - Malaviya Mission, Bengaluru Chapter, Chairman, Maini Group of Industries &
inventor of the electric REVA Car).

Mega Health Camp on 11" April at Sheshadripuram, Bengaluru

Mahamana Malaviya Mission, Bengaluru chapter organised a Mega Health Camp onl1th
April 2016 at V V Giri colony slum area, Sheshadripuram, Bengaluru. A team of doctors
from BGS Global hospital comprising specialists of General medicine, Gynaecology,
Paediatrics, Ophthalmology, ENT, Orthopedics, General Surgery, and Dermatology
conducted the health camp. 456 under-privileged people of nearby slum areas benefited
from the camp. Prescribed medicines were distributed on the spot free of cost. As a part of
this medical camp, awareness on diabetes and preventive care was also provided by the
medical staff/nursing students of BGS global hospital. 45 patients have been taken to BGS
hospital for further special
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check-up/treatment. Members of the Mission and other volunteers provided their services in
the camp. The Mission expresses its gratitude to Rashtrotthan Parishat and BGS Global
hospital.

Jaipur Branch
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Delhi NCR Branch

BHU Centenary Celebrations

The BHU Centenary Celebrations were organised by Mahamana Malaviya Mission, Delhi-
NCR Branch at the Malaviya Smriti Bhavan, New Delhi on 13™ February 2016.

Shri Animesh Saxena, General Secretary of the Mahamana Malaviya Mission Delhi NCR
welcomed the Chief Guest Dr Murli Manohar Joshi, former Union Minister, Dr Karan Singh,
Chancellor BHU and former Union Minister & Governor, Shri Bhisma Narain Singh, Former
Union Minister & Governor, Dr Chandra Kala Padia, Chairperson Indian Institute of
Advanced Studies Shimla & VC Maharaja Ganga Singh University Bikaner and other
dignitaries.

Shri Hari Shankar Singh, Secretary General, Mahamana Malaviya Mission spoke of the
momentous day exactly hundred years ago when BHU was founded on Basant Pachmi. He
detailed the service activities of Mahamana Malaviya Mission all over the country and how
the mission is endeavouring to uplift the weaker sections of the society. He sought the
support and cooperation of all members in celebrating the BHU Centenary year the
culmination of which will be with an International Alumni Meet and Seminar on 25" and 26™
December 2016 in New Delhi.

Dr Chandra Kala Padia in her remarks paid glowing tributes to Bharat Ratna Pandit Madan
Mohan Malaviya. Malaviyaji worked tirelessly for women’s education at a time when women
were a neglected lot. He embodied the true spirit of Sanatan Dharma and believed that Nar
Sewa was Narayan Sewa.
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Shri Bhishma Narain Singh said that Malaviyaji dedicated his life for the country and was
the epitome of Indian culture and spirit. He worked for an education system which would
facilitate study of science and technology along with spiritual scriptures. Malaviyaji believed
in simple living and high thinking and serving the Daridra Narayan with compassion.
Malaviyaji taught us the importance of honesty in our lives. The Poona Pact could be
possible because Dr Ambedkar believed in the integrity of Malaviyaji. Shri Singh recalled
what Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee addressing the First BHU Global Alumni
Conference said: | have one lament in life — that | did not study at BHU.

Dr. Karan Singh proclaimed BHU as the centre of all knowledge, where both Para and
Apara Vidya are taught. Malaviyaji embodied the finest traditions of Indian culture and
spiritual values. He had a generous heart and worked to eliminate decadent traditions and
conventions. Moral values were paramount for him. He believed in the ideals of Vasudeva
Kutumbakam and building a new society. Dr Karan Singh said that the spiritually evolved
person knows: ekam sad vipra bahudha vadanti (Truth is one but the learned refer to it in
different names). He felt distressed at the petty political strife that is seen all around. And
with heightened spiritual consciousness the spiritual aspirant says: Sarve bhavantu
sukhinah (may everyone be happy), Sarve santu niramayah (may everyone be healthy),
Sarve bhadrani pashyantu (may everyone see goodness in everything). Indeed we can
build a good society only with heightened spiritual consciousness.

Dr. Murli Manohar Joshi in his address paid tributes to Malaviyaji and his great
achievements. In pre-independent India he was the only person to be Congress President
on four occasions. He was a great journalist, an eminent lawyer, above all, a true
educationist. Because of his grit and determination he was able to build a great institution
like BHU. He sought and got donations for the University from Maharajas and from
paupers. He narrated how he managed to get a donation from a very stingy person on
Raksha Bandhan day in Allahabad. Malaviyaji had the vision to build an institution that had
all faculties of science, engineering, pharmacy and humanities. And the BHU scientists and
engineers built the industrial enterprises of Independent India. Malaviyaji blended the
ancient with the modern and believed that material power should be controlled by spiritual
power. He stood for true Ahinsa — Ahinsa in thought, word and deed. Malaviyaji saw himself
in all beings and all beings in himself. He balanced the inner and outer worlds and sought
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the welfare of all. Against the reductionism of the West, he believed in integration of the
individual soul with the universal soul. Sarvam Khalvidam Brahma (All this universe is
indeed Brahma or cosmic consciousness). Dr Joshi called upon the Mission to focus on the
youth and work for their moral uplift.

Shri Panna Lal Jaiswal, the Founder-Patron of the Mission, said that Malaviyaji believed in
the religion of humanity. He was the integrating force in politics and among religious
communities. He suggested that we organise a Conference to deliberate on making BHU
one of the finest universities of the world. The vote of thanks was proposed by Shri Rohit
Sinha.

Digital Literacy Classes
at Smriti Bhavan, New Delhi

A Digital Library with ten personal computers and five laptops with internet access has been
set up at Smriti Bhavan, New Delhi.

Under the PM’s Digital India programme, at least one member in every family has to be
made digitally literate. The Mahamana Malaviya Mission has taken up the Digital Literacy
programme. The programme was inaugurated by Shri Hari Shankar Singh, Secretary
General.

A forty-hour Digital Literacy programme is being conducted for two batches of 10 students
each. The under-privileged children from nearby areas are attending the classes. The
students will be imparted knowledge and skills in computer applications.
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Vananchal Branch
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Lucknow Branch
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